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One thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining 
toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win 
the prize for which God has called me heavenward in 
Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 3:13-14 NIV 

CS Lewis once wrote in a letter to an elderly woman who 
was fearful of dying, “There are far, far better things ahead 
than any we leave behind”.  



There are also much better things in store for us when 
we leave behind whatever worldly things we’re chasing 
and make the choice to pursue everything God wants 
for us instead (Philippians 3:13-14).  

What that looks like in real life is different for each of us, but 
there is no doubt our life becomes better when we, 

give up on becoming rich and use some of what we have to 
help feed and care for the poor, 

step away from our desire to be recognized and applauded 
and step into a life of humility and service, 

and stop fighting our way up the ladder of success so we 
can reach down to help others succeed. 

When we are all in on pursuing what God wants for us - 
when what we want for our life is aligned with what He 
wants - the power of His Holy Spirit is released in us and 
everything changes. 

We no longer dabble in prayer, just asking to have a 
few of our needs met. We use prayer to kick doors 
down. We never stop praying, we never give up, and we 
never lose hope (Luke 18:1-8). Our prayers bring 
restoration to broken marriages, healing to broken bodies, 
and freedom from the curses of loneliness, low self worth 
and addiction. 



We no longer hope things will turn out for the best. We 
know they will. We expect and look forward to receiving 
everything we need from God (Mark 5:25-30), and are not 
surprised when He gives us more than we could have 
imagined, because we know in our heart that’s what He 
does (Eph 3:20). 

And we no longer drift aimlessly through life, pursuing 
and giving up on one thing after another. We 
intentionally focus our time, our energy and our gifts 
on pursuing what God wants for us, because we know 
that living for Him and only for Him is what gives our life 
meaning, purpose, and significance.  

It also gives us the answer to life’s biggest question.  

Why am I here? 

Reflect 

When we leave behind whatever worldly things we’re 
chasing and make the choice to pursue everything God 
wants for us instead, the power of His Holy Spirit is 
released in us and everything changes. Our life has 
meaning, purpose, and significance, and we finally 
discover, at long last, why we’re here. 



Pray 

Heavenly Father, I often wonder what I will see when I look 
back at the end of my life on how I chose to live. Help me 
live my life for You, forsaking what the world wants me to do 
and pursuing everything You want for me with all my heart 
and all my soul. Make me a prayer warrior who knocks 
doors down and refuses to give up when life gets hard. 
Open my eyes to everything You have done for me in the 
past so I will not just hope but expect You to be there for me 
in the future. And keep my feet firmly planted on solid 
ground, walking intentionally in the direction you want me to 
go so my life will have true meaning, purpose and 
significance. 
Amen 

Discuss 

What do you think God wants for you? How did you 
discover that? 

What are some of the things that keep us from pursuing 
what God wants for us? What’s holding you back? 

What are some of the gifts God has given you to pursue 
what He wants for you? How are you using them? 



Final Thought 

Deep down inside, we all want to live a life of meaning, 
purpose and significance, one that is defined not by the 
worldly things we chase after but by what God wants for us. 
Be aware every day of how you’re using your time, your 
talent and your treasure. Make sure all of that is aligned 
with God’s plan and purpose for your life. And if it isn’t, 
quickly let go of whatever is leading you astray and 
intentionally put yourself back on the path God has laid out 
for you. Keep heading in that direction and never, ever give 
up. Because you can make a difference in the lives of 
others. And that is what God has called us to do.


