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Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.
Romans 6:8 NIV

Back then it was a despised man named Matthew, who made a good living 
by demanding taxes from his neighbors and then wrote a gospel that 
brought good news to the world after becoming a follower of Jesus 
(Matthew 9:9-13). Today it’s the wealthy Wall Street broker who makes 
and loses a fortune in get rich quick investments and then opens up a 
homeless shelter after getting to know Christ.

Back then it was Peter, who denied Jesus three times and was then 
anointed by Jesus to feed and take care of his sheep when he returned to 
his Father in heaven (John 21:15-19). Today, it’s the man who lives behind 



bars for twenty years and is then asked to begin a prison ministry when he 
is released.

Back then it was a Pharisee named Paul, who tormented and tortured 
followers of Christ and then became a pastor to the Gentiles after being 
temporarily blinded by a bright light from heaven and confronted by Jesus 
(Acts 22:1-21). Today it’s the prideful athlete who taunts his opponents 
and flaunts his fame and then becomes a coach for disabled high school 
kids when he is humbled by injury.

Living for Jesus is all about death and resurrection (Romans 6:8). 
Sometimes we must put to death our own sins, like the alcoholic father 
who finds healing and sobriety in his relationship with Jesus and then 
leads a twelve step group that helps him reconcile with his children. Other 
times, resurrection brings relief and recovery from the sins of others, like 
the son of an alcoholic father who is filled with rage but becomes a kind, 
compassionate therapist for abused children after experiencing 
forgiveness and the love of Jesus. Either way, the journey we take with 
Christ involves crucifying the past and being resurrected as a new person 
made in his image.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ was very real to those people who stood 
in that time and at that place. They were there. They saw it happen. And 
they were changed by it. 

For those of us standing here today, two thousand years later, we need to 
meditate on the resurrection stories in God’s word, open our eyes to the 
resurrection going on around us, crucify our sins and the sin inflicted on 
us, and let Jesus pour his love into our hearts to experience real 



resurrection in our own life. 

Those stories are in plain sight. They are all around us. And when we take 
the time to look and stand in awe of God’s mighty resurrection power and 
feel the love of Jesus, we experience the power of resurrection working in 
us and are changed by it. 

Forever.

Reflect

When we take the time to look and stand in awe of God’s mighty 
resurrection power and feel the love of Jesus, we experience the power of 
resurrection working in us and are changed by it. 

Pray

Heavenly Father, open my eyes to the resurrection power that is in me to 
heal and make new. Cleanse my heart and my mind of wrong doing and 
pour the love of Jesus into me. Make me a shining example of the hope 
and the power to change that is available to all of us through your son 
Jesus.

Amen



Discuss

What resurrection stories have you witnessed in your life?

Do you have a resurrection story of your own?

How has witnessing God’s resurrection power and experiencing 
resurrection yourself changed you?


