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Back in the first century, the apostles Peter and John, who had been put in 
jail for preaching the gospel and performing signs and wonders, stood 
before the elders and teachers of the law in Jerusalem. They had healed a 
lame man and were being asked by what power or what name they had 
done so. They responded, “Jesus Christ of Nazareth”. 

The leaders and teachers then began conferring among themselves about 
what to do with them, as many of the people were now believing in the 
name and power of Christ. To stop this from spreading, they commanded 
John and Peter not to speak or teach in the name of Jesus. Both men 
refused, and after further threats, were let go because all of the people 
were praising God for the miraculous healing.

Upon their release, John and Peter prayed that they would continue to 
speak God’s word boldly and heal the sick and perform signs and wonders 
in the name of Jesus. After they prayed, the place where they were 
meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke 
the word of God boldly (Acts 4:1-31).

Signs, wonders, miraculous healings and the casting out of demons are 
seldom seen today. But God doesn’t call us to be tame or timid. He wants 
and expects us to do all that Jesus did, including the miraculous things, 
and more (John 14:12). He gives us the authority and the power to do 
these things through his son Jesus (John 14:10). The power is limitless but 



is not meant for our own personal benefit. It is to be used by us for God’s 
glory and to further His Kingdom (John 14:13-14). Whatever we ask for in 
the name of Jesus as we go about doing Kingdom work WILL be done 
(Matthew 10:1, 5-8).

It is important to remember that Jesus could do none of these things 
without the authority he received from his Father. The same is true of the 
authority we receive in turn from Jesus. We pray for healing in the name of 
Jesus because it is the name of Jesus that holds the authority to heal. We 
have to believe that truth before we can heal others.

Jesus continues to rule and reign today. When we fervently believe in him 
and are truly committed to doing God’s work, we can step into the shoes 
of the first apostles, speak the word of God boldly and back it up by 
healing the sick with the authority given to us by Jesus. By stepping out in 
faith and doing these things, we can demonstrate God’s presence to those 
who doubt, shake the foundation of their unbelief, and convince them that 
God is real.

These demonstrations of God’s power and presence bring us back to 
where it all began in the first century church. They kindle a fire inside us 
that burns so hot we cannot help but go out and evangelize others. God 
wants us to return to that place, where we are consumed with spreading 
the gospel, announcing the Kingdom of God, and demonstrating it’s 
power.

Are you in?

Key Message: When we fervently believe in Jesus and are truly committed 



to doing God’s work, we can step into the shoes of the first apostles, 
speak the word of God boldly and back it up by healing the sick with the 
authority given to us by him.

Key Verse: As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has 
come near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, 
drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give (Matthew 10:7-8).

Question for Discussion:

How have your background and life experiences shaped the way you think 
about healing in the name of Jesus?

Thought Provoking Question:

The Bible lists a number of things that will hinder the release of God’s 
healing power. These include unbelief, unforgiveness, pride, disobedience, 
poor choices, fear, anxiety, and stress. Are any of these things holding you 
back from healing others or being healed by someone else in the name of 
Jesus?

Questions for Sharing:

Have you experienced or witnessed someone being healed in the name of 
Jesus? How did that affect you?

Have you experienced or witnessed someone try to heal others and fail? 
What did you think about that?




