
Unleash Your Shine 
 
I got an e-mail Saturday night from a close friend in California who was experiencing one of those nightmares we all 
dread. His elderly father in law had broken his hip in a fall and was taken to a hospital 200 miles from his home 
because there was no room for him in any hospitals near by. While my friend was grateful that his father in law had 
made it to a hospital, he was concerned about him being isolated from family and obviously shaken by the 
experience. He spent the rest of his e-mail recounting all of the struggles we’re facing with the coronavirus pandemic 
and ended with this. “We don’t know how this will end, or if it even will.” 
 
I got up early the next morning to write an e-mail that I hoped would encourage my friend and lift his dark mood. But 
as I typed out my response to what I had read the night before, I found myself agreeing with and even building on his 
ominous description of our current situation. I quickly became overwhelmed with discouragement and fatigue and 
soon fell asleep with my iPad in my lap. When I awoke, I deleted what I had written earlier and then paused to once 
again consider how to respond to the dark thoughts. In that moment, God took over my iPad, and this is what he had 
to say. 
 
Yes, things are as bad here in Texas as they are in California and everywhere else for that matter. Some people are 
rebellious and others are self centered in the way they’re handling things. But most are trying to do the right thing, 
even if it requires nudging them a bit to get it done. And it’s true, the federal government has been slow to act and the 
state government has vacillated back and forth over what to do. But local governments and churches who are face to 
face every day with those who are hurting are stepping in with love and helping them get going again - 
 
They are my hands and feet in this difficult time. 
 
I want you to set aside your disappointment at having to stay away from much of what you enjoy doing, at least for 
now, and take advantage of all the new ways I have given you to connect with each other and love one another - 
 
These are the tools I have provided that will bind you together through the storm. 
 
I want you to cast your eyes on the health care workers who have put in many hours and in some cases given their 
lives caring for those afflicted with this terrible virus. I want you to look at the bus driver who lost his father to the virus 
but continues to put his own life on the line every day driving those same health care workers to and from their jobs. I 
want you to consider the heart of a mother who has thirteen children to feed but puts herself and her kids to work 
making and delivering meals to the homeless - 
 
These are the ones who reflect my love and shine my light into the darkest corners of this broken world.  
 
I want you to think about the gifts you have received from me and consider how you can bring light to the darkness - 
 
This is how you can show my love to those who desperately need to feel loved right now. 
 
I want you to know that while I have not revealed how or when this pandemic will end, you can be assured of this - 
 
You will be better connected to each other when this is over. 
 
You will love me and each other more deeply. 
 
And you will be closer to me and stronger than you have ever been before. 
 
Because I am your God and you are my child. 
 
When God finished what He had to say, I pushed the send button and closed my IPad until later that morning when it 
was time to hear this weeks message about unleashing our shine. The message affirmed and confirmed everything I 
heard God say to me earlier that day:  
 
We are His sons and daughters, created by Him to do good works.  
 
This is our time to be rooted in His love and, by our words and actions, shine His light into the darkness.  
 



This is our moment to bring hope to a broken world that desperately needs to know Him and feel His love. 
 
So what are we waiting for? Let’s get going. 
 
Key Verse: Rise up in splendor and be radiant, for your light has dawned, and Yahweh’s glory now streams from 
you! Look carefully! Darkness blankets the earth, and thick gloom covers the nations, but Yahweh arises upon you 
and the brightness of his glory appears over you! (Isaiah 60:1-2 TPT) 
 
Key Message: This is our time to be rooted in God’s love and, by our words and actions, shine His light into the 
darkness and bring hope to a broken world that desperately needs to know Him and feel His love. 
 
 
Question for Understanding: 
 
What stories do you have to tell about people shining light into the darkness and bringing hope to the broken during 
this difficult time? 
 
 
Thought Provoking Question: 
 
What gifts has God given you to be his hands and feet? 
 
 
Question for Sharing: 
 
How are you using your gifts? How has that brought light to your own darkness and given you hope that you’ll get 
through this tough time we’re in? 
 


